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Rubens Club for
Plump Women

“DRESS SOCIETY" APTER IDEAS
OF THE GREAT PAINTER.

An Artist Designs Gowns and
Is Expensive, But Very
Satisfactory.

Kew York, Bept. 27.—The stont wompn
of (his city have banded together th A
socioty callitge Itsedf the Hobens Cluls
Its oldect Is the stody amd promotion of
gowna and other woearing apparel for
women who welgh more than 140 poumls
or are too stout Tor their helght.

by the band, for trimming or drapery
when the wearer was not walking.

The front of the dress might boave been
tho severe, were L not cut in a peculiar
mutnner,  Instead of faflire straight, 1t
had the appenrance of all coming from
the vk, The lodrawn baonds of lace af &
contrasding dolor deprived it of all sug-
gestiveness of night apparel. In truth, It
hod a really royal effect, with a few
sparklimg  j0ls added.

1o chooging the color of the gown to be
anow-white instead of cream color, the
artst kvew what he wnsspecifving. White
is & diminlshing color, while cream color
enlnrzes.  The same with black satin.
Batin, bLeing fall of lights and shades, ls
unceriai in size, and It is preferable to
wilk or velver, which mukes the person
thicker. The jets are dressy, wicked litle
oroaments that wiok at you unexpectedly
amd disappear.

One of the plans of the Rubens Club 1s
to devote aAfterncons o selecting colors
for gowns. The urtigt nssists, and a sul-
ficient supply of muterial is at band to al-
low an exericiae of persanal taste also. The
colors ordersl sent o the clubrooms for
the wext mesting are doll grays, bright

T'RESIDENT OF THE RURENS CLUB.
This Is & Club Formed tn New York Clty for Dressing Stont Women After

In the dava of the painter Rubens stout
WO e Lhe most Fashioonable creatores
that walked e face of the eartli. Rubens
would paint nene other than those nf very
firm build, and so artistically d)d be
drape them, o cleverly did he pose them

Rubers® Tdens.

blues

Mmded greens amd all dods of deep

| reds.

and so well did he color them that every |

woman Aspical to sit for Lis pletures. To
be painted by Rubens was a guariniee of
beauly. grace. and feminine loveliness of
every description.
FORMING THE CLUB.

~ stout women of New York socloty
» Folt themeslyes panticulardy slighted
by the fashlons of the fall new
t exception Tor the syiph.
ng at the eibow, where

These

slout woman s thickest, scros=s the
body; the walsts pinchied low, where it is
simply Impossible for ber to pinch bemell
without medjoeval torture; the skitts of
BOme slport m%— Il make her ltke & country

The manner of judging these colurs s
very entertalning. The rooms are planned
&0 1hat a brifliant sunshine can be let in
and algo entirely shut out. Yoo can flood
e room with brightoess or make it
blackertian night. Theu there iselectricity
and alsp gas. For judging materials all
e tests are employed.

Buppose o plede of red goods |s to he
chosenn by o wetnber who lkes red and
wha hoas nothing in ber wardrobe of that
calor. The oo 18 first flooded with
Hght and the red brooght out and spreagd
over o chalr baock. If it becomes bright to
ihe sight and looks a shade lighter than it
did when in the plece, it is discarded for
another. The next picce of red holds its
rolur_in the- son. 1t does not, in artists”
language, “bLrighten. 1t i= laid aside as
dcerpratile. So fur so good,

The durk testds npext applied. The room

| s made back by leiting It grow darker little

guy or woman of advanced ideas and be- |

hind-the-times st¥le. Amd so the Hubens
Clab came Into exlstence.

The
Its pumbers are limited, and not more than
forty will ever be allowed in the club. One
of it= aims 18 the designing of dresses for
the niembers, A professionnl designor is
enmployed, and he—Lorn man bas hedn chosen
whols oo artist of no medn merit—contrncta
tosuppl ¥ desieng [or six gowns o geason for
each of the memoers. Obviously he can-
not desizn for m
thae most. At present the memberns
oniy twenty, and membersnip 1s closed une
til spring.

The Rubens woman is a stout waoman of
pood flzore, Btont womed hearly always
have Cine forma,
It i3 low, and the neck curve full, even if
pot very long. The Hubens artist makes
the most of these good podols pod condenls
others,

To be qui e, 't
Rubens Club, whon it of beautrand
th and gieat oliness of manner,
honor of having the first gown de-

she was to give for introducing the clob
members W exch other, the gown wasmade
an evening robe.

A RUBENS GOWN.

The materinls were dead while eoshmere
and dull black satin, with & very little lace
and jet The under gown, or the gown
ftself, more strictly speaking, fell from
the shoulders in o long, looke robe. In
the front there was & center trimming of
Llack satn and lace, and a heavy ruffle
of leee outlined the bLunst and supggested
the walst. The back fitted closely, and
around the foot extended a deep Land of
the Black

Over the Rubiens gown fe¢ll a robe of the
satin. It was chught at each shoulder and
fell into a train three feot long whin the
wearer walked, Im repose it lay around
her foet, giving ber beight and a becoming
Eetting

From a mere desoription of this dress
it scems Like o massive affair, giving
sizr withont taking any away. But when
its good points are seen g différent view
is tnken of It

The good points of this gown are, first,
the way it showed off the very plump neck
of the wearer. The fine throat line wgs
visitle, but at tbe ehoulders, where, too,
meich massivencss takes the place of fine
firm flesh, the robe was draped. The
arms were likewise covercd at the top,
their thickest part, and, as the robe feil
over them when in repose, muech of thelr
apparcnt size disappéared.

The robe bad .one véry odd feature. The
triin wans a double one. The back of 1he
rabe was a little more thn walking length.
but the ends were very long indeed. 'This
made a square court trainlike a monarch's
robe, and couid be easily brought frout

Hubens Club has twenty members. |

2 than forty women at !
are |

Their bust line Is good. |

president of the |

by dittde: One blind is closed, thes another
and anciher, As the room srows darker the
members sit o chinies around the reom look-
ing at the pleve of red. If It gradually
grows dull acd disgppears in cortain lights
I s the plece wantad  Itoften happeosthat
R picee of guite bright red Jooks black in
- 11 i. If this Is the case with the
plece ooder discussion 11 18 sclected Bs o
very good material for the stout members
of the Reabens Clab to woear,

Alier the zaslizht and electric tests have
Deen put upon it it = 1ald aside. Inthe sas-
it Dot sliow stripes; a8 86 Many
and In the electric light It mast
e out Inwhite patches, Many redand
x5 ook white in certaln brilliant
decirte lshits,  But there fire certaln good
colors that bold ithelr own theouerh all,

THAT AWFUL CURVE.

After tho colora bave all been chosen
conyes (he artlst’s real work. OF cotrse,
the hardest thing be hos to do 18 4o it out
his patrons with street gowns that shall
be conventlonal and yel accord with the
Wreas of Rubens. They must*‘dreape,” yet
by no means be uofashionpable. To do this
be has this fall taken advantace of the
cape hdea. Golf capes are his salvation
In traveling gowng. A stout woman In &
neat-tiiting gown, nut too close under the
bast, looks pleluresque with a golf cape
ewlnging from ooe ghoulder. T gives ber
height. The dolmans that open io front and
fall low gt each side are admirable also,
according to his ldeas,

He does a clever Lhing also with belta.
Every woman must bave a belt line. Bbe
may Dol wiar 8 beit and buckle, but ber
basgue ends near the belt lpe and ber
figure plainly shows the place whire walat
ends and skirt beging. This §s the most
trying region for a4 stout womano. The
awful swell of the stomach, the terrible
rise of the bust, aod the pinched zooe
that she canpot conceal, make her the
horror of those who find embonpolot creep-
Ing upon them.

The nrtist of the Rubens Club takes the
btull boldly hy the bhorne. He grasps the
lower part of the bodice heavily and fastens
It to o belt of entinor ribboo.  This bebirings
down to a long, low point in the Cront
and to anothier in the back. The woman nl-
wara objectk at first, thinking It 1s going
to make her look large. Bat wailt until she
hns seen liersell in the mirror.

The bust of the Rubens woman Is never
forced up. It islow, and she never has the
choked look of the high-busted woman, nor
the mulfled throat. Nor are her hips hor-
rord of size. The artist does away with the
pair of square shoulders which stout women
ondinarily wear upon their ipa by giving
them the long, low belt line.

The Hubensyockety is composed of wealthy
waoinen, for oone othera could alfonl the
dues of artist and modista, But the mem-
bers hope that 8o good may be their example
In dress that before long, the stout, pulfing,
ruddy, choked, for woman will be a thing
of the far past. HELEN WARD,

New Flowers
For the Show

RUTH CLEVELAND WILL BRING
OUT A CHRYSANTHEMUM.

A Corner Built Especially for
¢ Her—Lady Rachel Dun-
raven’s Blooms.

Preparations are pow under way for the
cycle of flower showa, spreading noross the
conmtry every autumn.  These begin with
the taking inof the plants and Jast antil the
pride of the winter, the loet gaody chrysan-
themum, bas drooped Its tired hend.

In New York the annual Nower show Is
held almost simultancously with the borse
how, Lthe visltors 10 each alternating In
thelr attentions to the separate affairs,
Jne year the borse sliow folloWed the flower
ehow in Madison Bqunre Garden, and 1t was
& funny eight to eee the fiest equine ar-
rivals craning thelr necks for A np of the
stately palms and s -tiste of the white
blossoms that hung down ioto thelr stalls

The Mower siow is for professionals, bat
it I8 nlways astonshing Lo kKnow how very
many of the finest lowers comne from the
conservatories of those who have oo object
in rialeing the Dowers, exteptl thelr own
love of them.

BADY RUTH'S FLOWER.

This year there will be a brand new
chryeanthemum shown in the greatest
fiower show of the winter. This chirysan-
themum. b8 onle one of the many new ones,
but It l& remarkable forstwo things, lis
oolor and the fact that it comes from the
White Housge comservatory, wWhere It was
raierd largely by the bamds of the Presi-
deny’s oldest baby daoghter.

This fNower Is called the Marion. It
wis propagated oofu cutilngs o Year ago,
and was carcfully watched all the scason.
lis soi] wis repewed, experitonts of graft
ing were tricd vpon . ond, firally, to-
wards spring, 1t seot out a frall white
fower, which showed what the strength
of the full bloming would bLe In the
fall. The plant was the propeny of Mlss
Ruth, and on Leing asked to name it, she
bestowed the name of Marlon, Htde think-
tog that later therd would be a baby aister
o recelve the same much-iiked Lite.

The Marlon chrysinthemum Is Enow-
white. It is very lange through the cen-
ler Its top Is ainnst Tound, and, though
pot innge o avtual croumference, & IS
Tory ¥ It 15 like the snowball
smum, but thickerand of a better
ball-like stape.  The petals of the Nower
are mound ratber thao pointieg, sand it 1s
very tardy, apd holds its vwn looger after
tbeing cut thaop do the other vareties of
white Its calyX Is a very vivid green,
apd s posithn on the stety s nodding, ng
though it were o very heavy burden, as
Indeed It s

The inprovements upon the Whitte House
this fall have coneisged principally in
adaditions to the conservatory. The fonnda:
tion bad crumbled away until there was
danger of the building sagging. This has
been Tepaired and a wing comstructed
The cost was $10,000 all told

In spending such a large sum of money
the desiguers found no diffiouiry in ac
ceding 1o the few requests AMrs, Cleve-
Innd bad to make of them, Ove was that
a emall comer be constructed for the use
of little Ruth. The child s o prisionntely
fond of plants that she 15 contloually
Yharrowing” her mothes's palms, ns she
calls it, when she waters thie pots nnd cuts
off a leaf for placing in a vase in the nur
gery. In the pew copservatory the will
have a “corner’™ of her own, [t liesbetw een
two long windows and tbere 1s a small
recess wide enpogh for o child to pass in
and out, This is Tilled with the Marion

irysanthemum at preseut, and Jitde
Ituth’s first act upon geiting back will be
to Tun to ree if the corner is all (hat has
been promised  her.
FAMOUS LILY PADS.

The Gould and Pullman families alwarys
miake very important additions to the Mow-
ers of the autumn show. The Gould exhibit
this year will be of water lilies, Miss Helen
Gould has imported from S8outh America o
new species of brillant white and red Hy
which grows upon the surface of the water
and docs not dose at night. Its leaves are
very lange, and so thick and strong that they
can easily carry 100 pounds upon their sur-
face. -

The place for growling these water plants
at present is upon a pool that is {n the lidy-
bouse at Irvington. This pool and fts con-
SErvALOry are very cunningiy oonstructed.
The conservatory is all of glass, and it is
built over the pool. During the sununer,
the glnsa is removed and the frimework
taken down; but on the first frosty day the
frame 6 Tan up, the #ash slipped (o, and
the pond inclosed. Thus, there are lilies
all winter.

A Iaree stock of these, growing in tubs,
if pressible, will be taken to the flower show
and an exbibit of the cut Hlles placed near
by. They are nol fragile out of water gnd
mike very decorative plants, The small
nephews and nleces of Miss Gould, the chil
dern of George and Edwin, play around the
iy pads, finding lmmense fascination there,
and when one day 8 carelaker lifted little
Helen Vivien and the small Edwin, jr., on-
1il they stond side by side on A By pad their
Joy knew no bounds,

The principal flower of the antumn i= al-
ways the chrysanthemom, aod It grows
yearly sironger io its Bold upon the people.
Ono reason I8 118 hardioess, gad another 18
its great variety. Cultivators of the plants
find perpetually something new to observe,
and a new flower rewards them each season.

MRS. CRUGER'S8 FLOWER.

“Titlan Tress™ Is the name given to one of
the new plants. ‘It 1s a faneiful one, sug-
gested by the blonde locks of the lndy In
whose conservalory it grows. Titlan
Tresas is the property of Mrs. Van Rensselaer
Cruger, and the plant was so nnmed by her
gardener, who worked diligently to get It
fn the shnde he wanted it. You have seen
the striped chrysanihemom with the yel
low, white and red petals, ke garden
dehlias of olden {imes. Well, the Titlan
Tress Is like thig, only a1l the vellow and
white petils have been eliminated votil the
the red alone remaln. This was done by cul-
tivating only the plants that showed more
red petals than any other, until finally the
right effect was reached. The color of the
tress s almost terea cotta at the base, while
fhe tips Jighten with & touch of gold. Itia
the rarest aod most beautiful flower seen
Lhiis year,

The pains spent upon the plants by the
amateurs, who bave made o reputation cul-
tivating them, would bardly be belicved
by ome less interested In plant culture.
Flower growera acknowledge this, while
confessing their own inalility to compete
with It.

In the greenliouse of 0. H. P. Belmont,
to take a name that smacks of eatire gold
and boundless extravagance, there Is an
automatic applinnce for.sprinkling plants
at night, a8 though wet with dew. This is

turned on at dusk and plays very gently all
night. The stream I8 o Uny one, so small

that you hold out your band twice to ba
Bure it 18 really falling. and so steady
that it ¢r ceised for a second. It is
done by turning a powerful force into a
nozzio aftathment filled with he tiniest
boles. A® the waler spouls through these
it ia put‘throogh another set of holes and
1 *

Helen Gould's Lily-Pad Park.

whirled npward 100 feet in the atr, Here
all the drops burst.

At dawn (his is turoed off and when visl
tors to the hothouse speak of the “beauti
ful green tint” of the eaves—deep, shiny
amd sushaded—the host stuiles mysteriousiy,
but explaine pothims.

Tho Ladies Dunraven—Misees Eileen
Quin and Rattel Quin—Lave 8 prefty con-
gervatory of their own, They contribute
each yeur to the London flower rhow, and
are as progd of thelr planis as of their
father's yachis >

THE DUNRAVEN PRIDE.

Thelr priocipal flower s the Japanese
favorite—the chrsyanibemom. Lust year
Lady Raclhel Had the plessure ofyproduc-
ing an all-green fower. It was small Lut
very compatt, with polnting, ragged pet-
alse. This she sent to the Duchess of York
spon her birtlniny, aod received a very
gratefol acknowledgment. Each slster has
ber own hothoese, aml they relate with
much pride the history of a year thiy spent
with theisglatber lo Scotland, where there
were few servants upon the ploce and oo
gardener at all.. Al winter Lady Eaclwi
budlt the fIr8 in the small wood stove which
hrated the small léan-to conservatory, and
wet the plants. But they blossomed! heath
or at Christmas and had NDowering thistles
asbigas peonfeswhen the wild flowe rs were
all fast asleep under the spow. “‘In 2cot
hind you must cultivate the wild Oowers,™
they explained, o describing thelr floral
wiuter.

A prospectos of the flower shaow s .al-
warys difficait because growers bold back

TOLICEMEN IN SPAIN.

TheySing Out theStateofthe Weather
and RHun for the Doctor.

Bpaln bas no Roosevelts, but the Litue
towny and smaller clties, nevertheless, have
a very effective system og night police, snys
the New York World. These 8panish public
watchmen are clnd in long, black clonks
and wear on thelr heads a black -and-red cap.
In one hand is a lantern with colored glass,
in the other a kind of lance.

“Herono' la tie name this policeman goes
under, and lie gets the title from the cry he
s ohilged to uiter at every step “Sereno,”
which means fine. The phmse refers to
the state of the weatber. If the weather
1s clowdy he would call out, **Nubindo™; If
it is raining, “Lluviendo.” Under the biue
sky of Bpanin, however, It is generally
“gereno."”

An extroect from the municipal regnla-
tions of a Spanish town details the duties
of the sereno tn this wise: “*fie must perform
a certain number of ronmds in all the streets,
lanes, passiges and alleys on his beat and
call out In a Joud volce the time and the
weather a5 he goes along. He must Jend
asslitance (o citizens who reqoest his belp
for any reasonahle caose and go for the doc-
or, chiemist, midwifeor clegyman.  1ncases
of robbery, nseanlt or fire he mast hurey to
thesceneof theoccurrence ns suon ashehears
the signal, e must pay particular atten-
tlon to such honses ns are poloted pat o bin
amd report to his superiors.'™

Exach “sereno’ supervises a certaln small
terrilory, o “demarcacion,™ as it 18 called.
He has three or four subordinates, who act
under Lifs orders, and are known as “vigil-
ants."" Each of these fellows bas charge of
a block of ten or fifieen buildings and be-
sldes having police dutics he acts as a sort
of porter to his hooses, carrying the kess
to them all and belng nlone able to open
the doors. In the Spanish towns 10
o'clock 38 the slgnal for closing, and arter
thattime theonly waya lodger canget inside
his dwelling Is to summaon the “vigilant”
To do this he must clap bls hands three
times and then the “vigilant™ burries up,
arussd with his bunch of keys. Bo also
If any one desires to go ot during the night
he claps his bands at the windew amdd a
“wigilant” appenrs.

When a sireet braw] oconrs or an attack
is munde either “sereno™ or “vizllon™ blows
his whistie at the first cry of help. and
chinses off in the direction of the sound.
Up come the other officers on thie ran, sl
biowing their whi s lomily. IT the erim-
innl gets away the whistles are hlown Ina
peculiar manner, siznaling in Just what o
reciion he has gope. The outer rings of “se
renns” and “vigilants™ take op the signal
andin a few moments a wide cardon sform-
o In the surroanding streets, which in nine
cases oul of ten ends in the evil doer's capt-
ure witliina Tewmoments,

—— ————

OF- L'"ENFANT TERRIBLE.

Infant prodigies are by no means a
mwodern discovery, for George Parker Big
der, born In 1808, Devonshire, was
exhibited as the “‘e¢aleulating phepom-
enon,”™ and upon reaching manhood and
enteriog parilaipent upscl many a preiy
itde statenent of an opponent by his
stirewd birain Zerah Colturn, bora In
Vermont in 1804, could square H95,.988
ool give the cube root of 413 803 348, 677
n= ensliy as the ordipary child adds 2 and
2 A ESpaplst child mamed Lacy, bom
In 1765, was brought to England and
exhitited for his marvelows mathematical
ekill, while Germnny gravely comes to the
fore with lttle Christino Friedrich Hein-
ecken, born in 1721, who at the age of one
year knew all the pripcipal events related
in the Pentntench; at two was well ac-
guaiuted with the chief historical evemts
»f the Hible, amd at theee hail o koo wiedge
af unlversal history and gevgraphy, Latin
and Fregch, The king of Desmark bad
bim brought to Copenbagen in 1724 to
arstire biosell of the truth of what had
setts told bim, D6 bs peedless 1o add that
the child died at tbe temler age of four.

In France, out of 250,000 infants dying

MRAS. CLEVELAND AND HER MOTHER IN THE PALA-HOUSH.

Sketehed Throagh

an Open Window.

Shows Mrs. Cleveland's New Way of Wearing Her Halr.

-

for tha prizes, hoping to surprise other
growers, but a promise Is made of twen-
ty new clhirysanthemums and hall that num-
ber of pew roses, Leshles very beautifal
green and blue and pink In Aowers—like
roses, carnations and lilles—ihat do not
usually produce these colors.
HAREY GEERMAINE.

annually M. Rouvard. president of the Bo-
clety for the Protection of Children says
that 100,000 might be saved by carcful
nursing. This knowledge caused the
passage of the bill forbidding the ase of
solld food for lofants under one year of
age unless advised by a pbhysician and the
age of Lhe nursiog tobe was also forbldden.

Greatest Diner
In the World

MRS. WILLIAM ASTOR'S DINXERS
IN TWELVE MONTHS,

Ways of the Hostess—Comsults
, @ Man in Inviting
Guests.

The last conrse had been swopt from Lhe
mahogany table, the lust lingering guest
bad bidden farewell to 1
last lght had been exting
great salon. Apd alone o the hig stalr-
cise hall, where she bad wiken leave of her
guests, stood a tall, stately woman, with
whitening bair, brow t(ouched with tme,

selecta @ new pame for the vacani seat
A certaln Western comuposer of opera has
oftey Leen & guest at these artistic din-
ners.

Ward McAllister was for years Mra
Astor's coofldential adviser regarding
cereuontous dinners, though a great deal
of rivalry existed between them.  MeAl-
lister was Jjenlous of Mrs, Astor's wines,
and Mrs. Astor resented the way he had of
tollowing up ber dioners with lorger and
more elaburmte ones op ber own Libes, But
the two worked together lo one thing—
to entertnin society.

When the matter of guests has beed set-
ted the chel is calied. He, overworked
dignitary! has been Inventing new dishes
and a pew menu! “This is unknown as
For,” he says, taking oat an elaborate menu
from bis pocket and deseribing 4 pew cres-
ton of colinary art. At one of the dinners
the “‘creation™ was & soup moade [rom the
julee of snnll birds squeczed uncooked
tirough 3 press. The juice wons nlterward
highly seasoned, cooked by special process,
80 that the fire did not touch it, aod served
tot and feazrant. Its color wosa clear red.

The artistic dircctor of the establish-

AMABS. WILLIAM ASTOR IN HER MORNTNG ROOM.
From an lostantaneons "hotograph.

dame from bead to fool. §
In parting with the last goest, Mrs. Will-
lam Astor completed a year of the most

cinl workd, from the time of Marc Antony
to the present day.

In the yrar which closed witti the end
of the Newport senson Mrs. Willinm Astor
had entertalped more than 2,000 guests
at dinper, bad given over 100 small din-
ners apd presided over 00 ceremonloos
events. This means belng bostess at a
dinner party three nights of the week for
a whole year and entertaining an average
of twelve persons at each of these feasts.
Small wonder that this lady pagsed, be-
fore axeending the beantiful winding stair-
case, to gare ot wpen the broad, smooth,
flower-lined roadway that sweeps down
from Beechwood Inn. Many A pilcture
must have lnin in the shadows of the treva

To be the histess at a dinner party is one
of the most tryitg f social functions, etven
if one has the host to fall back upon for as-
sistance, as in wples of conversation, and
ot times of ceTemony. sach as leading into
the diniog room and leading out. The host
can teil the hostess with one peealine glance
that it is time to rise from the coffen cups,
and the hostess with an answering look
f&aya, ' Rise and eseort the ladies tothedm w-
ing room door.” It is the host who leads the
men back to the dinleg room forasmokeorto
the smoking room, and who finally recon
ducts them (o the ladies.

But Ip the case of this famous woman
dinper-giver, It must all be daope alone,
for Mrms. Astor s a widow, and, though
she hos o son, shte ls fir too great a dinber-
giver to Intrude ber own family at all gath-
erings of young or old, Hterary or soclal.

When Mrs. Astor started in upon her
carcer of dinnergiving, just after her
retirement for Mr. Astor, she took up
the thiread where she bad dropped it two
years before, bat ina much more thorough

scries of six dinpers, with one night be
tween, and a different set being represented
at each. And this Inst point she hos fol-
lowed out to this day, believing it to be
the most successful way.

When plamming & dinner Mrs. Astor's
first move I8 to send for some gentleman
of her nequaintance. And, as she always
has a dinver in prospective, ber mormings
are spént behind the friendly samovar,
consulting some one or other of her rriends
about the next feast. The geatleman
selected is for the evening the host in many
ways, aml be occupies the sear of honor
opposite the hostess, unless some very
old or very celebrated lion is to be ehown
off at the dinner. p

The gentleman ar-!c-ctr.d goes over the
list of guesis with Mrs. Astor. Her first
question Is as (o politics. Bhe desires those
of the eame political hue, to make the
dinner hanuonioos, and then hege of the
same (asies. When she entenains Channcey
Depew, who 8 a favorite dinner guest
with her, she relects persons who are fond
of travel or foreigners, sure that other
countries will form a pleasant ficld for
discussion.

GUESTS HARMON]OUSB

Bhould the diomer be for liternry and
artistic folk, her request to call 88 wsent
to a gentlemuan of lterary or artistic taste
“I deslre to iovite En&;ud-m and So-
and-80 and Bo-and-=," shie Rays, hamdling
him a partial list of folk.

“1 would ot ask 8o-and-Bo . advises the
careful mentor, “‘He is busy now writiog
a new opera; he would dislike to decline,
anpd yet would unch prefer, as wonll xou,
to dine later, when he will entertaln you
with the newest airs of his opera, and o
mwake (% Interesting for the evenlng.'™

“How pleased I am W koow (his™

replies the model hostess, and straightway

= -~

way. Her first dinners were conducted in |

|
yet dignified, beantiful, and the grande

ment I8 next consulted. This personnge
in AIrs. Astor's housshold 1s a wonwan. Bhe
Ina tall young girl of Geeek pareotage, amd

| a8 beautiful as ahe is artistic.
famogs dinner-giving on recond in the so- |

“With the brown of the soup there should
be the blue Soup Bervice.” she sars, con-
sulting the menu laft fur her

“Siiver fan" she decides, ““should he
servid upon the silver fish-plates, ang
piatters. and the [ish ahould appear io
full beanty at the table.™ Nothing but
the roast s served npon the gold set—that
solid, priceless service that cost even more
labor Lian money.

And so through (he dinner. Each course,
in accordance with the prevalil
goes upon 4 separate set of dishes, and
each is a pleture iniselll

For her dinner pariles Mrs. Astor dresses
in black velvet always. And wonderful
black velvet gownsshehas! A maid Iaid ooe
over a chair, suppariing its folds for o

style,

| eertaln paltry scribbler to see, and the

writing woman gasped for weeks In
memory of its elvgance. The walst was
Incruxoed with tiny diamomds. They belong
o Mrs. Astor's opset collection, and are
plereed. They are sewn on the velves
like beads, and che sparkie, an they cover
the entire bodice, Is Eredtler than toogys
can describe,
ther of the many velvet gowns fs
one magnificent sweep of glowing
But over it is clasped the w
slumuacher that cost $50.000: and je
are hung from shoolder and npeck.
statelier sight was ever scen than this
American hostess when she welcomes ber
cuests ol the disner bour.

The Astor dinner Is siways twelve courses
long: often twenty. It I8 the only long
dinner In existence in society, all others
having yielded to the modern ldea of
seven-course fenste. Buot Mrs, Astor pre
fers the sociability of her mabogany to the
gayety of the drawing room. When young
gursts are Invited the shorter dinuer ls os-
dersd. but for veternne of soclety thers Is
the full, maguificent, twenty-course ser-
vice. At those dinners she gave in Finth
avenue (0 3a¥ farewell to her oll home be-
fore !t was tornm down for the erection
of a great hosteiry. nut & dinner stopped
short of eighteen courses.

” WHAT IT COSTS.

To be the greatest dinner giver in the
world means & great deal besides helng
the hostess at the dinner itself. It means
anenonmots amount of thoaght and expensa
opon the dinner services themsclves. The
gold set, for example, used to cost S100 ov-
ery time 1t was cleined, and so deeply did
the cleaning process peneirate that eich
Ume §0 worth of gold was remaoved by
actual welghing, This summer Thomas,
tlie trosty stewnrd, hoas bimself cleancd 1Le
sl lopreserye it from farther roviees.

When a dish I broken and ihe seb can-
not be matched It is given away or suli,
and when a pew fork or Spoon comes out
In the jewelry Hpe it is immediately pur-
chased by Mrs. Astor, whose table bhonsts
the pewest of everything. Each week
there go o ber samples of Queer-tined
jelly forks and the oddest silver and gold
soups ever seen. If ste accepts them for
dinper use the patentes is assared of Lheir
futare sale.

To e the greatest dinner hostoss In the
world means a cost of $1,000 for cach din-
ner, and Lo be the model hostess mcans o
world of good dressing and both 20 Leredl-
tary and cultivated fond of tact and tridn-
ing. But M. Astor is willing to go to ail
the trouble to mecomplish her pet soclal
fad, and os 2 reward she is famed from
the circle of Mme, Felix Faore, across
the occan, back home again to ber own
New York and Newport as the greatess
dinper hostess that ever Hved.

CONSTANCE MERRIFIELD.




